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heart. They were quite unable to appreciate that intense
antagonism towards the world and its perilous environment,
which Christianity teaches; that spirit of renouncement of
the vanities, nay, even of the duties of life, which prompted
men and women to immure themselves in cloisters and
retreats, far from all spheres of human usefulness. Life
under these circumstances had naturally little to make it
worth the living, and became all the more easy to relinquish,
when death, in itself a thing to be desired, was further
invested with the glories of martyrdom.

The example of Isaac was therefore followed within two
days by a monk named Sanctius1 or Sancho, who was
executed on June 5th. Three days later were beheaded
Peter, a priest of Ecija; Walabonsus, a deacon of Ilipa;
Sabinianus and Wistremundus, monks of St Zoilus;
Habentius, a monk of St Christopher's Church at Cordova ;
while Jeremiah,2 uncle of Isaac, was scourged to death.
Their bodies were burned, and the ashes cast into the
river.

Sisenandus of Badajos3 found a similar fate on July i6th :
four days subsequently Paul, a deacon of St Zoilus, gave
himself up ; and the same number of days later, Theodomir,
a monk of Carmona : all of whom were beheaded.

1 Eulog., " Mem. Sanct.," ii. c. 3.                             2 Ibid., c. iv.

3 After his martyrdom he procured the release from prison of Tiberias,
priest of Beja ! Eulog., "Mem. Sanct.," ii. c. vi.